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Lazaro Cardenas Batel of the center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) scored a
convincing victory in the Michoacan gubernatorial election on Nov. 11, defeating Alfredo Anaya
Gudino of the former-governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI). Statistics released by the
Instituto Electoral de Michoacan (IEM) show Cardenas Batel won the race with almost 42% of the
vote, compared with 37% for Anaya and 19% for Salvador Lopez Orduna of the center-right Partido
Accion Nacional (PAN).
Cardenas Batel is the grandson of former President Lazaro Cardenas del Rio (1934-1940) and son of
ex-Michoacan governor and former Mexico City mayor Cuauhtemoc Cardenas. Cardenas Batel's
victory in Michoacan gives the PRD its fourth gubernatorial post, plus the mayoral seat in Mexico
City. PRD members govern the states of Zacatecas, Baja California Sur, and Tlaxcala.
The PRD also formed coalitions that helped elect the governors of Nayarit and Chiapas states. Even
though Cardenas Batel was strongly identified with his party, the PRD, he actually represented
the Unidos por Michoacan coalition, which included the Partido del Trabajo (PT), Partido Verde
Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM), Partido Convergencia por la Democracia (PCD), Partido de la
Sociedad Nacionalista (PSN), and Partido de Alianza Social (PAS).

PRD also gains majority in Michoacan state legislature
In addition to winning the governor's race, the PRD and its partners won 13 of the 24 directly elected
seats in the state legislature and 67 of the mayoral races in the state. Ten of those mayoral posts were
previously occupied by the PRI, including the cities of Apatzingan, Patzcuaro, and Lazaro Cardenas.
Still, the results are viewed primarily as a victory for the PRD, which ends the PRI's more than
seven-decade hold on the Michoacan governor's seat. Cardenas Batel's victory was consistent with
many pre-election polls, which showed the PRD candidate ahead by six to 10 percentage points.
The party strategy was to portray itself as an alternative to the PRI's business-as-usual approach in
the state. "The PRI does not offer any possibilities for development, no possibility of a certain future
for the people of Michoacan," Cardenas Batel said in an interview on election night. The Michoacan
victory is expected to give a much-needed lift to the PRD, which has struggled in recent elections.
"The victory helps the party stay competitive," said political scientist Alfonso Zarate, who publishes
an electoral newsletter.
Cardenas Batel is considered by some an attractive potential candidate for the PRD in the 2006
presidential election, since he was able to unite the three factions of the party that are fighting for
control of the PRD ahead of upcoming internal elections.
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One faction is headed by his father Cuauhtemoc and former Mexico City mayor Rosario Robles.
The two other factions are led by outgoing PRD president Amalia Garcia Medina and by PRD
secretary Sen. Jesus Ortega. Cardenas Batel has denied having any presidential ambitions, saying he
would concentrate on his duties as Michoacan governor. If he eventually decides to run, he would
be joining a crowded field of PRD candidates, which is expected to include Mexico City Mayor
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, Zacatecas Gov. Ricardo Monreal, ex-Mexico City mayor Robles, and
Tlaxcala Gov. Alfonso Sanchez Anaya. The Michoacan election has deepened the power struggle
within the PRI ahead of its leadership election in 2002.
Former Tabasco Gov. Roberto Madrazo Pintado, who is seeking the party presidency, said the
Michoacan loss was the result of poor leadership from outgoing president Dulce Maria Sauri
Riancho and other members of the executive committee. "I had nothing to do with the party
operations in the state," said Madrazo, who campaigned for PRI candidate Anaya. "This was entirely
the responsibility of the executive committee."
The Michoacan election was not a total loss for the PRI, which managed to win mayoral elections in
the capital city of Morelia and in La Piedad. The party will also comprise the principal opposition
in the state legislature, winning 10 of the 24 directly elected seats. The PAN managed to win only
one directly elected seat, but scored victories in several municipal races, including Uruapan and
Sahuayo, the hometown of PRI candidate Anaya.

Elections also held in Tlaxcala, Puebla, Sinaloa states
The Michoacan election overshadowed races in three other states, where results were mixed
but tended to favor the PRI. The long-governing party retained control of the state legislatures
in Tlaxcala, Puebla, and Sinaloa states, but had a mixed performance in municipal races. In the
mayoral races, the PRI won an overwhelming number of municipal elections in Sinaloa, but lost
ground in Puebla and Tlaxcala.
In the central state of Tlaxcala, the PRI retained the mayoral seat in the state capital of Tlaxcala city,
but lost races in several other important cities to the PRD. In Puebla, just southeast of the Mexico
City metropolitan area, the PRI was unable to hold the mayoral post in the state capital with the
same name. The PRI had ousted the PAN from the mayoral post in the 1998 election.
PAN candidate Luis Paredes Moctezuma won this year's race with 45% of the vote, compared
with 41% for PRI rival Carlos Alberto Julian. The PAN victory in Puebla was marred by the loss
of the mayoral seat in the coastal city of Mazatlan in Sinaloa state. The PAN lost the race to a
coalition formed by the PT, the CD, and the Partido Barzonista Sinaloense (PBS). The coalition was
represented by former PRD Deputy Jesus Rodriguez Pazos, who defeated PAN rival Carlos Felton
Gonzalez. Felton was also representing the PRD and the PVEM.
The PRI was not a factor in the Mazatlan race, but won elections in several other major Sinaloa
cities, including the capital, Culiacan. Rodriguez Pazos' victory in Mazatlan continued the trend for
smaller parties to win elections in some medium or large cities this year. In October, the PCD won
the election in Oaxaca City, and the PAS took the race in San Cristobal de las Casas in Chiapas (see
SourceMex, 2000-10-17). The Mazatlan election was one of the few major races in Sinaloa that was
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not won by the PRI, which took 14 out of 18 mayoral seats. The PRI easily won elections in Culiacan,
Guasave, and Rosario. (Sources: Copley News Service, 11/10/01; Proceso, 10/21/01, 11/11/01; The
New York Times, 11/11/01; CNI en Linea, 10/31/01, 11/12/01; Reuters, 11/11/01, 11/12/01; Associated
Press, Notimex, El Angel de Puebla, 11/12/01; La Cronica de Hoy, 10/30/01, 11/12/01, 11/13/01; El
Universal, 10/31/01, 11/12/01, 11/13/01; Milenio Diario, 11/01/01, 11/12/01, 11/13/01; The News,
11/09/01, 11/13/01; Unomasuno, 11/12/01, 11/13/01; La Voz de Michoacan, 11/12/01, 11/13/01; La
Jornada, 10/31/01, 11/12-14/01; El Financiero, Novedades, Reforma, 11/12-14/01; Los Angeles Times,
11/14/01)
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